1119/1 BAHASA INGGERIS 1

Assessment Instrument

Code : 1119/1
Marks : 85
Time : 1 hour 45 minutes

Assessment Design

Paper 1 comprises 2 parts: Section A and B. All questions are to be answered.

Constructs assessed are as follow:

In Section A: Knowledge & Understanding (Reading Skill)
Application (Writing Skills)

In Section B: Application (Writing Skills)

The assembling of the instrument (test paper) is based on the Table of Specification and
constructs are being assessed in all contexts. The level of difficulty is based on expert
judgment.

Type of instrument Subjective written test

Type of items Open response

Section A: Directed Writing B: Continuous Writing
Number of questions | 1 question 5 guestions (choose one)
Marks 35 50

Scoring Holistic marking

SECTION A (QUESTION 1): DIRECTED WRITING

In this section, candidates are required to write a response to a task in clear and accurate
Standard English, using a style and tone appropriate to the task. For SPM 2013, the task
required the candidates to write a formal letter of complaint to the Town Council to
complain about unsatisfactory conditions in a recreational park. Based on the rubric,
the candidates were expected to provide details on the poor condition of the park.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS

Candidates who scored high marks displayed very good linguistic ability and were able to
address the task accurately and clearly. Few grammatical mistakes were made and a flair for
the language was shown. Vocabulary was precise and varied. Varied sentence types and
structures were employed to achieve an intended effect. The writing was coherent with
appropriate use of punctuation and paragraphing. They were able to use cohesive and
logical connectors to link sentences. Candidates in this group had no problems with the
format. Ideas were well-developed and the response had appropriate tone and style. Overall,
the reader would be convinced that the response could be a real letter of complaint to an
officer in the Town Council. Most if not all of the content points were included in the
response.
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Candidates with average performance showed understanding of the requirements of the
task but lacked the linguistic ability to write effectively. They were unable to sustain accuracy
throughout. However, most of the errors were single word errors. Vocabulary was limited
and sentence structures repetitive. Answers generally displayed a lack of organisation and
coherence. The content points were expressed clearly with most candidates including nearly
all of them in their response. Ideas were developed but were at times disorganised. The
correct format, a formal letter, was used but might not have been presented correctly.

Candidates who scored low marks lacked the language competence and gave Section A
the minimal treatment. There was a high density of serious errors which caused blurring in
meaning and in some places, meaning was hardly comprehensible. In extreme cases,
candidates merely copied the rubric or did not attempt the question. However, Section A did
offer some opportunity for the candidates to answer because some guidance/ points/ key
words were provided. For candidates of this group, format might be completely missing or
incorrect. Response was not organised. ldeas were not developed or lifted without proper
context. Some resorted to stringing or using words with little or no understanding. In very
weak scripts, there was a noticeable use of Bahasa Malaysia and interference from mother
tongue.

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THE CANDIDATES

This candidate is able to provide a proper format for a formal letter. Proper addresses of
sender and recipient, date, salutation and title are given:

155 =|$ =4 Menara Oufa,

Jatan  Horfamus,
50480 Kuala Lumpur,

Town (ounal,
Jojen Indah 24P _
So550 kuala lumpur. 7 NOVEMRER 2013

Oear §ir,

Poor  Condifion of Indah Rewiotional Park.
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From another example, there is a suitable introduction to the letter. The tone is formal and
respectful:

with Cefevinu o b above 1 would Wiy 4o &xfl"‘ﬂ:f my an(grn
! 7

on dhe v feer waditons e the &qrj'ﬁ{{cs at lndal Recreatonal

Park. M'i recend wibd o e Tuirk drove me b wnite dair lesker .,g

Complaind -

In the next example, there is an appropriate closing to the letter. There is a suitable close,
Yours faithfully, signature and the writer’s full name.

ot/ Jook safo Fhrs  taerfrcr. Thanlt ot

; %J-rf:: Vil ‘éf{f:ﬂ;;f

A

(SHANKAR! GUNHSEGEAN)

With regards to content, a good candidate should be able to include all the content points.
These content points are the details to be included in the letter based on the question.
The 12 points are:

C1 not enough facilities
C2 no restaurants

C3 rubbish everywhere
C4 not enough dustbins
C5 dirty public toilets

C6 smelly

C7 grass not cut

C8 snakes

C9 information lacking
C10 no signposts

C11 vandalism

C12 public telephones not working
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Language accuracy is also important. This candidate is able to produce a piece of writing
that is almost entirely accurate (see example below). Very few errors are made as the
candidate understands the rules of the language. As a result, the meaning is brought
across clearly and effectively. The reader has no difficulty understanding the letter:

G- en fs a[s« m[«mLm [mtrq ra'Lr mq Hn por Lself /35 )ic pnr cpm,sl; af mzm
lw. anbl furs, } 8 Oﬂm d {(:CHN }” i ,‘J One’s by é; "e (&5t carpﬂ/L anJ gqlf{mtf ﬂ\,-s

1 cqused tu hMMHﬂ J”“ ar I‘Dsmpﬂ :L';:J ere Ccl Q_HMnJ ¢ demw !caqu lomw:
Ln Wi amw V-mlws Meu Berpws o ngnl)oarl; wwu Svmf IU Jr(EC M:peop't m
DorL ‘“J ﬁwm in #a f|q pa}ﬂ

Besides, sentence structures should be varied and sophisticated, showing the ability to
use sentences of different length and type to achieve an intended effect. In the following
example, the candidate employs different sentence structures to make the complaint clear
and effective. The short simple sentence, It was a terrible sight, serves to highlight and give
emphasis to the problem. The candidate is also at ease using complex sentences.

5 ”awv&r Yhe one #unq whizh wade me £y come. o Hhe decisian
M 4‘9 ise fhe awaceness of ove Town Coumeil was the
cleanliness of He parfc B T was a teccible sight. Thece
wa s rubbﬁ/i 6ve,rqw)1€re L& Al Lﬂlt-’- l’aqs L@LU‘ '11’0'1.5 leffover
Pam{ ot gvén _Pﬂ'q;-}ql‘@{ig ‘?noa‘ wn-f'amers A'l’ -Gr.s{— qlance,f #quA.{.
that e pu“cc was fo be blamed for ,;Mear arrtspansréfe
“‘*‘”‘5 ttowever, 7 soon na"fa?.cf Ha'ff-h(e ra.%rﬂ( bins available
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In addition, vocabulary should be wide and used with precision. The phrases,
“rectifying these problems” and “extremely appreciated” are used accurately and
carried the precise meaning that is required. In the second example, the words
appalled and dismal help make the complaint clear and effective. The reader knows

exactly what the candidate is trying to convey.

§. th l lu rcqqutL M#} L\dn (W“C'l LC Mﬂ'm rttl Iqm #1:5@ proutm.s
3o ﬂ!.\l'l le InJuL Pcrmlﬁ«l Pﬂr Sa[tr C{E‘?ﬂtf nmattanai ma qna‘omq” Ae#ff

M&rﬂhﬂ Q'M 4 td(rmeu ap, CcBJtJ a»\J [J\Lptﬁ(/ See ﬂlt

anLlu aan anth op 1“' f-\ar ampw §o0n

Q‘- /;/r',//ffrmpr( / bmer S Gp,_gq-//fc/ 70 see Fhe O/.Yf'ha/
ondisons ‘he aaé/rc 70//€7 S Aere ;. St imas aéwaus'
Fha t Fhe ,owé//c 7o/ lefs are s /‘f/qu:l/qr/&; C/eerm e

In a well-organised essay, paragraphs are planned, have unity and are appropriately
linked. In the example below, the use of connectors such as In addition and However
helps in the organisation of the writing. The ideas flow smoothly and the reader is able to

follow the ideas expressed easily.

6 /o acdditon Bk [fodals fecreaBoma! FPeré /s

A,GC-LCV(J— /}d s s /"'c-/é}"ﬂj

(/(j"/ﬁ sl and _s;bac?}.-u-r,r_

0F) prop€r 17 for st 5 om oﬂl Fhe peorlkt rAce/~. JShere
[ 4 , -

7

e /Ae/g @€  Or e~AE€ T SO

are 10 .s‘:{érino_s/s or /ha’)g_s or Ao/ marbers

Shoce  flre e sitors
g_a' Jhe r_x/'_r;é'l;q :gqnéoarc/_s— bave Leer vernalses
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In a good piece of writing, punctuation is accurate and helpful to the reader. In the
example below, the candidate is able to punctuate accurately, making good use of the
comma, semi-colon, question mark, quotation mark and full-stop to aid in the reading of the

letter.

ﬂ#ﬂil‘% FW }AE }\qu ¢!ow4 % 1'} “~as ___.J gﬂawA 'M"J'

e hnatmenl of boiches ,,w.lu! codd belcownted with my fon_ ,«,..,,;/
9!((/5&; -nge,r.S' He ‘ﬁtc‘(' that e were e res-lu..«mn-f;-l nm.«é.,
9‘ {:‘.gd ~”e, H‘ow ceu\u ‘H@C pw”u: ﬁﬂ;oq ‘Ktrr' 'limz. m '#%e pﬂfé

they codd nod buy food 7 4G T cemember +;:.+ there wos ar .,rqr
;1&‘ ,-WF""‘M weﬂ'}' _M }‘\Jﬁql"q man Js an

_quiﬂ.a
b i

anavy man.
.

Spelling should be accurate across the full range of vocabulary used, especially with difficult
words. Words that are often spelt wrongly by students, such as polystyrene and
irresponsible, are spelled correctly by this candidate.

oleanfmess a‘F I%e par/< % I,L was a -/'ernl:/e 5{31“' T/uere
was ruu’s}i 6V(,ruw}\€fe L& f‘l' p]‘ls‘}fc ,Jaqf L@Ltﬂ 1LO'1.5 lt'ﬁ‘aver ;
Q’ood ot evén yoLl;}qrgng ‘Food’ wnhmers A'f 'G“{' gLanCe I -Maqu-\"

‘H\m" 'HL pu“(c was fo be Hama! -{ar_ﬂ'tlﬂerr trrl.s‘pa"sfz/e
actigns, Hower&r j Soon na-!lcec{ 'Ha'*'(-h(e (ub[DfSA [7“!5 av’at/aé/{’

As required, the style and tone is appropriate — formal and respectful. The reader is
convinced that this could be a genuine letter of complaint to the Town Council.

5 éﬂS.r‘/éj [ wvsl o Fbcrs £ gga ;A aoleopec  for

grurnq /k( _goot Ao ozl (aﬂ,wa/(,ra,ﬁan L £ F
%”O/”/’ /é’(cr{a-ﬁamar/ ford is o  toateashc 2 erk

that Js s g very beot comroliBon. Yo —~cr tnr %
A L1 e Arare gt Arort g, /A con be éra-m»a/or‘
back #o shrwinrg comeliBon. [ hope Fhe Zw».e? 4
wouw/d Jook /'177-; FhTs  Paor S, Thomt Jotr.
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On the other hand, there are candidates who do not fulfil the requirements of the task. They
may not include all the elements of a formal letter (addresses, date, salutation and title). The
letter may also not be concluded appropriately.

With reference to content, ambiguous content points are not accepted. In the example
below, meaning expressed for the content point “information lacking” is unclear.

an) ey Smelly - e gess net Gk .aed I Sawd SnakeS n
J(\'\Eq aAnd m%mo&non \Qc\:t'\q Vet Veame 'ﬂm have ng S“q nPaSJCS ;

In the following example, the same point, “information lacking”, is also not accepted as the
meaning is distorted.

ihirdly, When @ walking arovnd q pqrk T neversee
Informaqiton 'acking and Nho signposds- Thal's g never ming

For some candidates, content points are mentioned but meaning does not come through to
the reader as shown in the following example.

Language inaccuracy is a serious problem to many candidates reflecting a lack of
understanding of grammar items. Common errors made by candidates include wrong
tenses. In the following example, the candidate is not consistent in the use of the tenses.

Re(enﬂﬁ T haue Visited 4 Tndah Recreatonal fark | T
hupd Tthat  the ank s in & poor cendition - T wrefe
s letler 15 -}D {omp{mn abmﬂr Ha ppor tnd!fON OF
Indah  Recreatinagl Park
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Another common error is wrong subject-verb agreement. Here, the candidate should have
written was instead of were.

'Floor. I, aS o motwer of two Yyouno cthildran

required
the boby room Y0 chonge

muy thilds dioperd wul
dnere wWEre no such facdliy -Tvwe orass n \ndo Recreahonal
Pork Werr  Jong andh not cud

- This may 1tad tv

Besides language inaccuracy, imprecise vocabulary is another problem faced by candidates

In the example below, there is evidence of wrong vocabulary used. The phrase broken heart
is inappropriate and should be replaced with hurt your feelings .

Lastly ., T just comoplaint wha4 happenings at Tndqh Rec reaiicnal

Pavk- Tm sorcy if Thaye braowen hearf and Youneed 40 do

2omedihing at Hdhe Park  for the best busoiess

In the following example, the candidate is repeating the phrase the park 4 times in just a
short paragraph. This clearly shows his lack of vocabulary.

The Pcl'k in vely PDG( Cﬂndk\‘tbf\-—h' becols e ne btd\i o Pﬁf-l‘iile‘ wsom \0

clean (he park - The pak see uvery daly and nel clgn can couge  all pesple
people  do not o uisit {he park.

Sentences structures are also repeated, giving the following paragraph a monotonous effect
In the following example, the candidate relies on the structure “l found ...”

). T Lnd ot Yhee afe not eank fci lidies amd
the Park . 1 ldit  find  a rectourgd P have my
ach a4k GRlemn I do fond that ther are
rubbish Qué{jwkem ‘v e ?mk- T Seem$ 4o haw ot Chosgh
dutbingin ke pdrk.
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Frequent spelling errors are seen in some scripts. The scripts below show some examples of
misspelt words: hygiene, maintained, disappointingly and pungent.

The w‘haﬁtne of the rw-k was not ap to o~y rgml\a‘

sohqg
standardS. B public toilers were not maindenanwd and

had bad sdour. 14 wes a hassle -f*"" me Ao {-ifwl a

2. The ?ﬂ\l“‘l Foilede e are. olt'rm?o?n{'fnﬁlj "'}dj TLu_; qi've out a
m“:} ?unajﬂ’ﬂ EW\L“ ﬂr\d ‘l* was absuldhlq Jr:comj-or"t‘\:nq -‘\: L)t

In Hhere. However My sister anc‘ 1 lnnol b close one tye ancj

Finally, in some scripts, the tone is not quite suitable. In the following example, there is a hint
of impoliteness, instructing the reader what to do.

B. | can set many touricde  visit Indah Recroakonal Ppark wery day .

tf Hu comdifion (s wot £ fixed as 5029 S Ppgs;bh., people will

hink thaf oy cih:; it not ﬂwcl- Please pay wiere aftendion 4 Hiis

_?rqblc.m.u [ i-OgL X i vexk  visit o udah  Recrgational Park , | can

Lol He fresh ar ters |, restaurant for Jiﬂﬂl‘ﬁg_l clean  oileds . Thank

Hou -
| ¥ 8
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Recommendations for candidates

1.

Read the instructions/rubric carefully before answering the question — be sure of the
format and the task. Underline the key words or task that is required to be performed so
that you do not forget to complete the task as you write the essay.

Use all the content points given in the rubric. Tick the content points you have used to
ensure that all the content points are in.

Use appropriate tone: be aware of the audience so that you know whether you need to
be formal or informal in your approach.

For good students, try to use sophisticated structures and precise vocabulary. For
average students, do not write long sentences because the tendency to make mistakes
is higher.

To prepare for the examination, candidates should

a. read widely to improve general knowledge and vocabulary
b. improve spelling — use a dictionary when necessary.
C. not take punctuation lightly. Punctuation errors can be serious errors.

Recommendations for teachers

R

o

Teach students to understand the task of the question and to identify the main content
points.

Give sufficient practice on writing in different formats/layout like letter, report.

Remind the students to allocate the last 5 to 10 minutes for checking.

Teach students be taught to use Standard English.

Remind the students to use all the content points given in the rubric.

Devote more time on grammar so that the students will be able to write grammatically
correct sentences.

Train students to write a variety of sentence structures. Teach them how to use the
different types of structures appropriate to the tone required in the task.

Encourage reading
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SECTION B (QUESTION 2) — CONTINUOUS WRITING

In this section, the main objective is to assess the candidates’ ability to produce a piece of
continuous prose in accurate Standard English. It tests the candidates’ ability to respond
relevantly and creatively to a task chosen from a number of alternatives. As in each year,
five varied topics are given and the candidate has to write a compaosition of about 350 words
on of one the topics.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE

Overall, candidates did not fare well in this section. The majority scored below the median
while few belonged to the top range, that is the A band. This shows the weakness of the
candidates in the writing skills. Some candidates did not even attempt this section.
Increasingly, more candidates are resorting to memorized or prepared responses rather
than providing a genuine attempt.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS
Basically, the general performance of candidates is based on three ability groups:
Candidates in the high achievement group:

This group showed a marked linguistic ability and creativity. They were able to produce a
relevant and creative piece of continuous prose. They also displayed a good flair of the
language. The language used was almost entirely accurate and very few errors which were
first draft slips or minor errors were made. Sophistication, maturity of thought, creativity and
originality were clearly visible when they put their ideas and thoughts onto paper. Vocabulary
and expressions were apt, precise, stimulating and inspiring. Paragraphs were well-planned
and the topic was addressed with consistent relevance. Ideas were well-organised, well-
developed and coherent. Hence, the writer was able to arouse and sustain the reader’s
interest throughout.

Candidates in the average achievement group:

The candidates in this group showed adequate understanding of the requirement of the task.
Development of ideas lacked creativity, depth and maturity. Vocabulary lacked precision with
a tendency to use repetitive words and structures. This was mainly due to lack of linguistic
ability to write effectively. They were not able to sustain accuracy for long. Linguistic errors
were frequent and serious. The writing in this category often displayed a lack of organisation
and coherence, making the composition uninteresting or lacking in liveliness and interest
value.

Candidates in the low achievement group:

The candidates’ responses showed minimal understanding of the requirement of the task.
They displayed poor linguistic ability. Lack of language competency sometimes resulted in
giving the topic minimal/partial treatment. Their ideas were hardly developed. The content
may be comprehensible but high incidence of serious errors often made the meaning blur. In
some cases, the word order and sentence structures reflected mother tongue interference.
As a result, the responses were disoriented, disorganised and almost incomprehensible with
frequent extended errors which made reading the script difficult. In extreme cases,
candidates merely copied all the 5 topics or the rubric from Directed Writing. Some did not
even attempt the question at all.
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STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THE CANDIDATES

In a good script, language is entirely or almost entirely accurate except for very occasional
first draft slips that are generally not reflective of the candidate’s overall ability. The following
is a good example of this. The candidate is telling a story of someone being alone.

.'anu Iml Emwﬂ.el wq GIME Er os lvrq as S]'Ie rwli rmemLer ner: was
SC’m[H\l'rq celrsh: iy glm& |'L peace aml Rreaty that @ne w-HJ sol: hude 2nd '”\g g el fL“l'
envaluoe Ler Senses wLen sla Wﬂa On L[r ovn, ﬂ.g s-{enu JrLa_m_wLL Lcmq ﬁlﬂﬂt Wi
a!wam Io r.mm a :L u:mL, 0. pocrte LELmn L%t”: and the f“" OI LE W’u a..ol l

JTJL'EJ- L!r wq:, l:rr)luojj har ‘ove 9‘; Le:nj alv'm Hwn Mi&tinn& iquiPCJ Af-’ r'ﬂlo a fi}t-'t'f
b bl

Besides, sentence structure is varied and sophisticated showing the candidate’s proficiency
in the language as well as the ability to use varying sentence length and type to achieve an
intended effect. The following examples show the candidate’s marked ability to use varied
sophisticated sentence structures to make writing effective. There is a good range of well-
structured sentences including complex sentences.

Loner| Weido! Freall® Each word was ke o degger glatls shbhiny Yiclua vrhen
SL& Dw}ul pwl qﬁa_qlu ol qm,q]w; &L*AML an L!r iy L’ d&\s an(] ghu”er«: nm[:a.q.le ntﬁr"t
WA w.l\ posiog daq {he (g!r:;l = wrde wormed H\err by inside of ber, s[w| Lfe&mq ke doun
nm.] au“mq_l\srapar': Tms sl L Ler eges uiL:m‘-lzlﬂmJb as Ltf Clﬂsm“' & L“"I'“‘“Uﬁ
al LM !-r:lun y lar ml L\eﬂfl '«‘ermq -.mnls GAJ l'&luor\a '\tr ]0 dishuised unJlt OL
s bk b e o, Lo a b by ol o o dof o o e o

HW ﬁech Lj arpw M) mmﬁu unLl H'IEH pﬂd L!rcnjrﬂ! "‘&x’
s N Jﬂu Lokl el dlad o Vel fenm_al-her nwsc’r\wt Lﬁweucr
H“ e Lﬁqm lo e vy, rep‘ml gken) Lq apprehension dad Pe fr{tﬂl;lbn [ohed
£ b ok ob b e sl gl ot b o? Vil ey e cion sme? Sy,

LE’?“‘F 4 nwr.[u i !Cl‘rd L%@'ﬂ LOI'I'\M-‘\I‘ Onbl Lulla Wi h*‘\ l'{L-f"rfn L\EIM"L fl\ﬂ.ﬁ‘ u‘.nq |I‘U (onsutmt Lt’
cz»nmra J)i " wan! b Le alone ungmore, A & mesot_fhat she wes W "“l‘l "’-#"‘?

i
‘Hrspl,r— yp ':Jr LW"
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In a good piece of writing, vocabulary is wide, sophisticated and used with precision. The
following candidates employ words/expressions like swimmingly, made acquaintances,
bubbly character, adrenaline rush, Pathetic, bloodcurdling scream and shards to put forward
ideas clearly.

1 Wiy eﬂsu an .E }1 swl H1r8§ mm an 5mmmrqluq J[;,r .‘L!ﬂrh as s,n m&c‘
acq,m. Lunﬂ,} v'“\ e lﬁt‘l L LLI. ptrmal ‘{""‘A sr‘Il*Etcl or Pﬁr»an w‘tlL L'f@"ll"“ﬂ
Lu\r s H\z n‘onls bm% he afjrtnalmefu.sl\ o[ he LS, |L‘\ I\aal Fuz“c Lg, up L mb\
§L_u’3 rﬂ i Gy gne rmIMJ 51% Wy WLWE uqhalapﬂ. She o MIOfﬂzr ¢ LW{FL

*%e? You g to lonely_ vl you dewand lowekne s | Pabese ]!

h"ﬁ hiah - pitched | 4 Ung  SUWBM & lg 4. unkl
19 o

voral chords broke  end shoftered o o wirllion pieces y mi,; ', e 0

lahardy oo pueet:

Furthermore, punctuation should be accurate and helpful to the reader. In the following
example, the candidate uses a range of punctuation marks (the speech marks, exclamation
mark, comma, full-stop and question mark) and this helps in the reading as well as the
understanding of the response.

2 - ' I
I bovt 4o qp overmos agen, hnrzuq, Lg;’s fathor said 40 her fur dhe el fme
a4 U 1

Wap year Y fece tom of yourl :mﬁ Call yox classmales or WS, piddle it

¥
agiiadg.
o

Spelling should be accurate across the full range of vocabulary used. Here, the candidate is
able to handle commonly mis-spelt words like Unfortunately and preferring.

)r *‘J"“WN "M I‘a‘amw »;.4‘ CﬁnsL u Lt"\u Mﬂ_ﬂl person w:n\u\ # lw,cj'{'w

|
|-0mgL ‘r:znés Ol'Ltr;L:h CL cren a qu lE&Stl ['u.r Gn(l a”uj hif Ml bor rbr&[{!rcrq 10

Ll&p !‘-J :er",E!li_:. M (\rsl- Vf.!'ﬂr;a did 10! f\’-ﬁ“q i HiE (e - Ea“mq ﬁ#(] Bnrmwtn‘, i‘JECGM-
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A good candidate is able to arouse and sustain the interest of the reader throughout the
writing. The following example shows a lively discussion on one of the topics, Reality Shows.

/?ea//'{ﬂ _5’/1/06«: Jers /. Atqf/ﬂq Fhose Ao S ords
éﬁﬂfi; 7% f""'/ﬂc:/ irrages or fd/f?qﬁ/‘_: gro’ /;"'qéfﬁnq
a’da/ pcop/c (rg/ﬂq 0::,0//( pold 7%4-/ e A e/,-c/

wp o Ahe fow.rﬁ e e;rafr//c; FARe carne FTre

e’m’fqa’aq Ao St oers Am.-aaﬂ/e rzﬂ/?;%j P S,

5«//714 /_s fhis so P What is /X aboer” /(aéﬁ-; o s
"‘""/ﬁ»&'—é’ﬁq Ahe oS éq J,@,m? /e onsee- +S
). Smnaa. [P Ss ol an errborroisr roch Ao

yeal By shows are rnfesrevs o Fhes— Awqe GO I
- 7

OF Sreriry. OFIr?, @ e,y.-.ro.:\/e bes na/ o '561

e/ Fhoce £ __foft;;.eaﬂe. ﬁ’gﬁf’?ﬂg PR ) ﬂﬂo/x—-c/,ﬂrroﬂl,

or SpArCor? ¢ Fhrvins e o ;‘n-—y;’?‘#m
—

On the other hand, some candidates show a lack of proficiency in the language which is
reflected in the various types of errors made. Common errors made by the candidates
include wrong tenses. In the following example, the past tense should have been used in
these two places:

1. ... she smiled upon waking up and keeps (kept) in mind that...
2. She started to ... and look (looked) at them all as ...

Eswm_d EW% da,q she smiled upon  Wa kﬁw wp
and keept I:eeps . wind  that no  makfer wat
M@pmg Sl«ug mll ﬂw.] posv‘hv{’. Sk S‘hs-kJ do accpt
all fhuqm mpehmc@l’ Yot lﬂqppmtsJ ind 4&,516.*
‘ob[‘, cvf them  all  ag lljes 1?5‘5011-'-‘. She 1“["’?!’18“‘

Another common error is the use of the wrong preposition. In the following example, the
preposition for should have been used instead of to :
...necessary especially to (for) the weak students.

The tuidron o 6« 10 eok siy
Sopne of dhe Studtnts thad conpot efes clert on fheiv
sdudies ad Ahe school , they can go fo the fudivn copite
arnd leorn back on #eeir what +J~Lg hove leave -Some
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The incorrect verb form is sometimes used. In the following example, the candidate should
have written “...began to change ...”

]ﬂinq. Ffdﬂ" ‘Mﬂ"‘ pafnf ol I quaf\ }v d‘laﬂqu Mq manne’ a‘F 5Pea[<“c!~__
oﬂ:' Aaw I -}’(em('e;f o‘bﬁers, I was L‘hder -I’o o‘He’rs anc[ ,[‘qtcl

Some candidates use the wrong singular/plural form. In the example below, the candidate
should have written “...different types of ... ”

oS =
Loast Ul 6or \aeost, our ehen oGS Bl S

et A oourse ue Wwene

rowe oalRevendt ope ot veooes
HE S pe ot  fowouoges - Fex WMalay , wE use

The wrong part of speech is seen in some scripts. In the following example, hopeless
should be replaced with hopelessness, that is the noun form.

AL

Did ypu kiow dhe Frdvg wWhn v W 0 andccs, fhep wm &
v - ¥ 1 v
ligM ome b W“?. | can fal g L‘ﬁ’iu—_i.Lplprijac; when  Brst feed
phe 5‘*"‘“3” affer dﬁz’i " ‘J’-’L Some hanckyme }ug ?vhcc rescubd Mme

Another common error is in subject-verb agreement. In the excerpt below, ...Pulau Langkawi
and Pulau Pinang_are instead of is.

over Mtloka for o period of fme . Pulau Tioman, Pulau

Lt‘mgkowi andd Palau Pinang 18 well knowa For itp water

DCKvifiL with O clean environmend ond beauiiful feeqery -
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Apart from language accuracy, some students struggle to communicate meaning in their
writing. Sometimes, meaning does not come across to the reader as in the example below.

went

Rectdes T will Study dof spm becovt. My friend ‘ figkt

the best ond so T becme beHfer person: “the come Yime I cont

very heppy My Darents  for ceolt SPm. T hope My redult  Spm

V¢ qoed-

A lack of vocabulary is also another problem. In the following example, the candidate has to
resort to repeating the phrase well known.

MalaySia isq well known towrist attracion beCquse of

its _hetage  and beaches, Melako 5 wel] known for A

Famosa wwith  was  a Fotd built uhgn':“ﬂorfuguz,re, +vok

over Mtlaka for o peripd of fime. Pulau Tioman Pulau

Longkowi anot Pulau Pinang 15  well knowa For iHP water

OChvitied with o clean environmeni and beaufiful feonery .

In the example below, sentences structures are also repeated, giving the writing a
monotonous effect. The candidate tends to begin the sentence with, “I like to ...”

Qﬂw L VieeXo be o gs0d QRcstn \n mug\“?m ond T ghard
Y% \8a UEY t}&u_\,gnén\. il X .S\uéq\nq Qlands N \\L\cQ Xa Sjﬁbld,

\ ju‘l '['Q -cg,hg 0y \?armfﬂ m‘trw\\or\ T c\é"\ h¢3< Qno.-r\AS w\-\c\q
T "\a\uq\'\-‘i -Qwavx«ls T lilz e Yolecore oF my ?ox-aa’cs. T
vy ?mui Yo dole e of my ?amn-h w\fuﬂ Y Qod& and

\\\LQ, % S‘-L\lé\; Iy Porant’s | %g,wd* 8oy for me are n{m tnakevbi ke
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Some scripts show frequent spelling errors. The following candidates struggle with the
spelling of curiosity, comrades and_beginning

Lay nt vant £ fo. Al This reshain! adds up 2
our (Vﬂbwﬁéf feve/ and se end Z{,’L Mﬂﬂ/ﬁ?_’/qﬁ
trovw what /s F #«zj@ Lke K Ief foese. Tbat /s

{‘aqe{[ﬂ- with & oletted gauﬂq men. Plon SWS Heﬂh, wé
s e w_ Gmeds T was fe bcgmmq f fhe wmww
Hitler  ung rolching out (oing hovoe. Euope . We had o

In some scripts, the wrong punctuation is used.Iln the example below, europe should begin
with the capital letter E as it is a proper noun.

O’?JW?-S We fed loud eies cMuAf fom the +unnd. A Yot ting
ey, wore Hllng %eus ol per atope . Th may be we

Candidates sometimes use text (SMS) language as in the following example.

ASE Nk v wy Lidchaen s‘au\\\é T \Maosd
VLolan ady w1 Tuw iwsilde M WWrden > c “Q‘r\ﬁ“:.\,

‘oo e
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Recommendations for Teachers

1.

Incorporate different teaching strategies to teach writing especially for weak students
e.g. parallel writing, paragraph writing, process writing.

Teach students to plan before they start to write. Use mind-maps etc.

Cultivate the reading habit among students to enrich their vocabulary.

Encourage students to write the required number of words, as some write far short of
the required number of words.

Give more emphasis on grammar and spelling. Have sufficient grammar practice.

Recommendations for Students

Organise the essay in paragraphs.

Edit the essay after completing it.

Use of correctional fluid/tape is not encouraged as writing can be smudged or words
omitted.

Remember to indicate the question number of your answer.

Try to be more ambitious in terms of :

e variety of sentence structures.

e sophisticated and extended vocabulary

e interesting expressions
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